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since 1629.28 Be this as it may, the well-designed, well-
minted coins issued from this city have always been
attributed to Briot.

What could be more natural than that the King, who
had always patronized this engraver, should require his
presence in the north ? It would seem that the Mint,
if it existed at all at that date, was deficient in instru-
ments and accommodation, and was not prepared for the
task thrown upon it. Plate was contributed to the royal
cause, and no time was to be lost in converting it into
currency. The difficulty of conveying money to the
King was great, although the Tower mint was still
nominally in his hands, and we may wonder whether
the emergency of the moment and the temptation held
out by the possibility of coining upon the spot without
supervision, caused the monarch's advisers to revive a
proposition of making coins of inferior quality or lighter
weight than those then current, a proposal which had
been negatived by Charles at the instance of Sir Thomas
Roe in the previous year.29 Possibly this was the case,

28 Euding's Annals, vol. i. p. 385, edit. 1840, and Folkes' A Table of
English Silver Coins, p. 79, edit. 1763. "It is said that a mint was
erected at York when the great Earl Strafford was president of the North,
which office he entered upon about the beginning of the year " [1629],
Folkes and Ending suggest that the well-rounded York coins were
probably due to Briot'B presence with the King in his progress to Scot-
land in 1633. Doubt has, however, been thrown upon so early a
foundation for this mint, as we shall see later.

20 Eushworth, in his Collections (vol. iii. p. 183, edit. 1706), after
speaking of the King's lack of money in July, 1640, writes: " It was
therefore proposed in Council to mi* Silver and Copper together and
to coin 300000Z,, three Pence in silver added to a quantity of Copper
being to go for Twelve pence, which by proclamation should be declar'd
current Money to pay the Army marching to Newcastle " [to oppose
the Scots]. " After several days debate his Majesty and the Council
thought fit to hear Sir Thomas Row's opinion (a member of the
Council) who was well skill'd in coins and spake to this effect. He